As Detenue Nagar Mayor                                                          39
The Jail superintendent's visit was to hand over the letter writ-
ten by Subash Chandra Bose to Annapoornaiah . Out of curiosity
Hussain enquired from the Mayor about Subash Chandra Bose
whom he did not know. The Mayor took the opportunity to explain
the story of Bose to Hussain every day. Only three days ago Bose
disappeared from the prison. In that letter written to the Mayor, Bose
gave a hint that he might not be able to write to him in future. Hussain
informed the Mayor and became a follower of Bose. The disap-
pearance of the orderly made a sensation in the jail. Hussain's father
guessed that the cause of his son's disappearance was the Mayor
who might have brain-washed him.
The boy's birthday had come. His father was assigned the duty
of handling six war prisoners. He hoped that he would get Rs.3Q/-
with which he could celebrate his son's birthday in a grand manner.
According to his duties he pulled the hanging wire without looking
at the faces of the prisoners. We could imagine his shock when he
found that one of them was his own son. He cried "My dear son"
and fainted. As destiny would have it he was the executioner to his
own beloved son!
Jail life had its own amusing experiences for the Prisoners. This
tragi-comic incident about the boy Hussain was described by An-
napoornaiah in an interesting manner, without light-heaitidly dis-
torting facts. He never blew his own trumpet and projected his im-
age in a vain-glorious manner. We find an admixture of humour
and pathos in the description.
Petition Falls On Deaf Ears
Annapoornaiah repeatedly requested the government to give the
reasons for the detention of himself and his fellow detenues. He
demanded that they should be unconditionally released and tried in
a court of law. He insisted that at least a judicial tribunal should be
setup to enable them to represent their case through a lawyer. In
response to his representations. Government appointed a judge in
December 1941, but refused permission to engage a lawyer. The
detenues applied for reconsideration of the order. On January 3rd,